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[On May 18, contra military commander Israel Galeano released a communique announcing
the indefinite suspension of demobilization. Statements by spokespersons for President Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro's government and by other contra commanders in the next two days appeared
to be contradictory. Galeano and other contra leaders called for a meeting with Chamorro's
cabinet members, scheduled for Tuesday, May 22. (See CAU 05/23/90 for a summary of events
and statements.) May 22: Contra leaders in Managua announced the postponement of a meeting
with government officials until the following day. UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar
scheduled an extraordinary session of the UN Security Council for May 23. The Council is to
discuss means to accelerate the contra demobilization. After insisting that "there is no justification"
for extending the demobilization period beyond June 10, Perez de Cuellar added he has doubts
about the contra leadership's "good faith" in complying with agreements. The secretary general
pointed out that between 500 and 600 contras per day must be demobilized in order to complete
the process by June 10. Instead, he said, disarmament has occurred at 100 per day or less. An
immediate increase in the number of contras disarmed on a daily basis to 500 or more could restore
confidence in the good faith of the contra leadership, said Perez de Cuellar. If the June 10 deadline
is effectively ignored, Perez de Cuellar said, the UN peacekeeping force (ONUCA) would find
itself in the undesirable position of providing support to the contras in their refusal to comply with
prior agreements. On the other hand, if the peacekeeping forces withdraw from Nicaragua, a crisis
could lead to resumption of the war between government troops and contras. May 23: In Miami,
contra spokesperson Alejandro Acevedo complained that despite promises by President Barrios de
Chamorro, contras in Nicaraguan security zones and in Honduras are receiving very little food. He
said the International Verification and Support Commission (CIAV) provides "beggar's rations" to
disarmed contras. Next, Acevedo said disarmed contras do not enjoy adequate security guarantees.
He mentioned one example, that of a corpse found last weekend in Somoto, and insinuated that the
Nicaraguan army was responsible. AFP said Acevedo provided no details on this incident. Acevedo
accused Deputy Interior Minister Jose Pallais of attempting to create a confrontation between the
contras and the Chamorro government. "We intend to fully comply with the agreements...asking
only that the government make its authority effective...To the present no organization nor economic
program has been established to attend to the needs" of disarmed contras. In Managua, the contras
again postponed the meeting with government officials. The two delegations were scheduled
to meet Thursday. Contra spokespersons said the meeting was postponed due to heavy rains
preventing helicopter landings to carry contra leaders to the capital. Participants in the meeting
are to include three members of the contra military command, observers from the Organization of
American States and the ONUCA, and several government cabinet members. Contra spokesperson
in Managua, Aristides Sanchez, said the leadership's complaints were justified. He asserted
that after several years of fighting, contra combatants cannot be satisfied with "a pair of boots
and foodstuffs for a month." Late Wednesday, the 15-member UN Security Council released a
statement calling on the contras to fully demobilize, and to accelerate the disarmament process
with "urgency." Council president Klaus Toernudd (Finland) said that it is clear an acceleration of
the demobilization process is necessary to meet the June 10 deadline. The Council statement also
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expressed support for the Nicaraguan government in its efforts to facilitate timely demobilization.
May 24: Contra commander Luis Armando Sovalbarro told Notimex that Sandinista military
officers constitute an obstacle toward complete demobilization. He asserted that although the
contras are willing to disband, the government has not fulfilled its part of agreements. According
to Sovalbarro, President Chamorro's cabinet has not yet taken charge, and does not exercise power
over "Sandinismo's repressive organisms." He added that the contras will make no new demands
at the meeting with government officials, but plans to insist that the government fulfill its promises
of removing all the "Ortegas, Cuadras...to abolish the Sandinista commanders" in the armed forces.
To the present, said Sovalbarro, about 1,500 contras have disarmed. Contra commanders have not
encouraged the rank and file to disarm, he added, due to the lack of sufficient security guarantees
and plans for their future. Next, Sovalbarro said confrontations between contras and army troops
have taken place because the latter have violated terms of the agreement to remain at least 20
km. outside the perimeter of security zones. Sovalbarro said Commander Ganso's troops clashed
with army troops in southern Nicaragua, resulting in the deaths of seven contras. He provided
no details. According to Notimex, irritation with the contras' delaying tactics at UN headquarters
in New York is pervasive. British ambassador to the UN Crispin Tickell asked, "?Contra que esta
la contra ahora?" Following several hours of discussion at local OAS headquarters in Managua,
government officials and contra leaders released a joint statement saying that the talks would
continue on Friday. Contra leader Sovalbarro asserted that the talks could last for several days due
to "profound differences" between the government and the Nicaraguan Resistance. He reiterated
that the contras would resume demobilization only if the government seeks to fulfill commitments
related to security guarantees and economic benefits for disarmed contras. Sovalbarro said that
while completing demobilization by June 10 was possible, it was not very likely. In a telephone
interview with AFP from Miami, contra spokesperson Acevedo described Perez de Cuellar's
statements and his convocation of a Security Council meeting to demand contra demobilization by
June 10 as evidence of "unprecedented blindness." He asserted that the secretary general's position
was similar to that of the FSLN and tiny factions within the government who demand immediate
disarmament in exchange for nothing. According to Acevedo, "a genuine demobilization can
happen only through the faithful fulfillment of the Toncontin accords, ratified in Managua, which
also include reduction of the military apparatus." Next, Acevedo said that Perez de Cuellar would
play a more useful role if he would call on the Security Council to work with President Chamorro on
the total demilitarization of Nicaragua. Acevedo reiterated that several disarmed contras have died
in "criminal" actions perpetrated by the Sandinistas. He provided no details. Contra representative
in Managua, Aristides Sanchez, said Gen. Humberto Ortega's participation in the meetings would
be useful. May 25: The UN Secretary General requested a meeting with UN ambassadors from the
five Central American countries, Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela
to express his doubts about the good faith of the contra leadership to demobilize by June 10. As
justification for his concerns, Perez de Cuellar pointed out that as of Monday approximately 1,400
contras had presumably disarmed, turning in obsolete weapons only. To emphasize the nature of his
concerns, Perez de Cuellar told the ambassadors that ONUCA commander, Gen. Agustin Quesada
Gomez, has met with Nicaraguan government officials to prepare a military "contingency" plan. The
secretary general reiterated that if demobilization is not complete by June 10, the ONUCA would
find itself in a position of de facto support for the continuity of contra "sanctuaries in the midst of
Nicaragua." The Security Council did not create the ONUCA, he said, for such purpose. In contrast,
said Perez de Cuellar, if the peacekeeping force is withdrawn from Nicaragua on June 10 and the
contras not yet demobilized, it is possible and even likely that the Nicaraguan army with the support
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of the Chamorro government will launch an offensive against the contra camps. A diplomat who
requested anonymity told AFP that renewed fighting would lead to the return of contra units to
Honduran and/or Costa Rican territory, thereby extending the conflict to other areas in Central
America. Next, the Venezuelan government has expressed concerns regarding a possible extension
of the ONUCA mandate. Most of the military members of ONUCA are Venezuelan soldiers. Thus
far, the Venezuelan contingent in Nicaragua has cost Caracas nearly $1 million, and government
officials are concerned about much larger expenditures should the June 10 deadline be extended.
(Basic data from Notimex, AFP, 05/22-25/90; Tass, 05/24/90)
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